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During those three days Gregory was in a serious quandary,
for after his disillusionment in 1075 he could put no faith
in the king's sincerity; and he was naturally reluctant to
abandon the prospect of a council in Germany under his own
presidency. So he kept the king waiting for three days
before he could make up his mind to accept Henry's penitence
as genuine; then he admitted him, gave him absolution,
and received him back into communion with the Church.
At the same time, Henry had to promise on oath to obey
the Pope's advice in respect to the charges brought by the
nobles against him, and also to put no hindrance in the way
of the Pope's coining into Germany. For he still, as he
wrote to the German princes, was as anxious as ever to go
there; but though he lingered for a time in Lombardy, it
was soon evident that the situation had entirely changed,
and he made his way back by slow stages, only arriving in
Home in September.
Henry, indeed, had achieved his purpose, though at a
Kn"^ <'<»Nt* I!*- had been compelled to recognise the Pope's
power to excommunicate him (which he had so indignantly
denied ai Worms), and accordingly to lay aside his royal
dignity in order to obtain absolution. But he was now able
to rally his adherents again, and to checkmate his enemies
in Germany. They were confounded by the news of the
absolution, and went as far as they dared in hinting that
the Pope had not kept faith with them. Like Gregory, they
rcrogniscd that the situation hnd entirely altered but tried
to pretend that it had not ; and by spreading a false version
of Henry's oath at Ctmossa, they made it appear that he
had broken his word and that the excommunication still held
good, F.ii.pl"; u'i; this fiction they declared that the year
had elapsed and the kingdom was forfeit; and they sum-
moned a diet to meet at Forchheim in Franconia on March 13
for a new election. It was not a representative assembly,
but the presidency of the archbishop of Maycncc gave it an
appearance of legality. Duke Rudolf of Suabia was elected
king* and was crowned by Siegfried at Maycncc; but the
townspeople rose on behalf of Henry, and Rudolf had to
retire to Saxony where he took up his headquarters.
^°* thtce years the thronc of Germany was disputed
between Henry and Rudolf, Pitched battles were rare and

